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Description 
In this ground-breaking book, distinguished anthropologist Greta Lynn Uehling illuminates the untold stories of Russia’s 
occupation of Crimea from 2014 to the present, revealing the traumas of colonization, foreign occupation, and 
population displacement. Drawing upon extensive fieldwork in Ukraine, including over 90 personal interviews, Uehling 
brings her readers into the lives of people who opposed Russia’s Crimean operation, many of whom fled for 
government-controlled Ukraine. Via the narratives of people who traversed perilous geographies and world-altering 
events, Uehling traces the development of a new sense of social cohesion that encompasses diverse ethnic and religious 
groups. The result is a compelling story—one of resilience, transformation, and ultimately, the unwavering pursuit of 
freedom and autonomy for Ukraine, regardless of ethnicity or race.  
Key Features

• Examines the significance of Indigeneity for Ukraine to argue that Indigenous status affords a framework for 
upholding human rights and pursuing social justice. 

• Illuminates how interpretations of history influence migration and are used to carve out internal divisions and 
reconfigure who does and does not “belong.” 

• Uses critical race theories to demonstrate how the derussificiation and decolonization of Ukraine will be 
incomplete without considering the rights of Crimean Tatars 

• Includes the only ethnographic account of the Crimean blockade, the most significant civilian resistance to 
Russian occupation prior to Ukraine’s counter-offensive 

Contents 

Note on Translation and Transliteration 
Preface 
Introduction 
PART ONE: HISTORICAL GROUNDING 
1. Crimea 
Crimea in a Word 
The Logic of Russia’s Occupation 
Crimea is Ukraine 
The Hybrid Operation to Capture Crimea 
2. Why Indigeneity Matters for Ukraine 
The Basis of Indigenous Status in International Law 
Indigenous Rights are Human Rights 

Indigenous Rights are More Capacious than Minority 
Rights 
The Case Against Indigenous Status 
Indigenous Governance 
When Elephants Fight: Indigeneity in Russia 
The Other Elephant: Indigeneity in Ukraine 
What Crimean Tatars Mean for Ukraine 
PART TWO: UNRAVELING 
3. Displaced in Time and Space by the 2014 Occupation 
of Crimea 
Displacement in Time and Space 
A Return to the USSR 
Dreams and Nightmares 



 

 

 
 
 

|Music Appreciation 

Ways to Order:  
• Online at rowman.com 
• Call 800-462-6420 ext. 3024 
• Email orders@rowman.com 

4. Unraveling: Talk of Treason Divides Crimean Society 
Accusations of Treason in Crimea: A Brief History 
Political and Personal 
Portraits of Stalin 
Treason in the Present 
PART THREE: COALESCING 
5. Making Crimean Tatars More Grievable: Mourning 
and Recognition through the 2016 Eurovision Contest 
Meeting Jamala 
Recognition 
The Song “1944”: What it Mourns 
“Where’s Your Heart?” 
An Apolitical Project 
More Grievable Meant More Livable 
The Contrast between Grief and Pity 
Raising Awareness 
Now We Cannot Be Forgotten 
The Album “Qirim” 
6. Claiming Freedom 
Oppression during the Soviet Period 
Claiming Themselves 
“I Decided to Change My Life” 
“You Can Say Anything You Want” 
Civic Identity: “Head and Heart” 
The National Context 
The Cultivation of Freedom 
New Narratives 
Gradations of Freedom 
PART FOUR: RECLAIMING 
7. Barricading Crimea: Reclaiming Power, Territory, 
and History 
Arriving at the Barricade 
The Work of the Barricade 

The Women’s Dormitory 
Of Courage and Coloniality 
The Imbalances are Structural 
Mahatma Gandhi, Che Guevara, and the Political  

Subjectivity at the Barricade 
A Dream 
A Crimean Tatar Epistemology of History 
Some Disagreed with Armed Activism 
After the Full-Scale Invasion of Ukraine 
8. Behind the Lines: Life in Occupied Crimea 
The Pragmatic Value of Fear 
Staying in Crimea 
The Graves of Our Ancestors 
Debt to Living Elders and the Land 
Politically Motivated Imprisonments 
Military Conscription 
A Principled Escape 
PART FIVE: CRITICAL REFLECTIONS 
9. The Limits of Responsibility and Recognition 
Responsibility without Blame 
Mutual Recognition 
Slavic IDPs 
Recognition and Redistribution 
Layers of Misrecognition 
10. In Place of a Conclusion: An Ongoing Process of 
Overcoming 
The Phenomenological Experience of Occupation and  

Displacement 
The Logic of Expropriation 
Repairing Damaged Ecosystems 
Appendix A: List of Interviewees 
Appendix B: Research Methodology

Praise                
 
"Greta Uehling manages to cover, in one sweep, many of the most pressing issues in the interpretation of the Russo-
Ukrainian War. This includes, among others, the war's start in February 2014, Russia's quick annexation of Crimea, the 
experience of Crimeans of the preparation and start of Russia's full-scale of Ukraine in 2022, and the broader lessons 
from Crimea's experience for the ongoing decolonization of Ukraine. This book is a must-read for everybody interested 
in the interplay between Ukrainian domestic affairs, Crimean Tatar history, and Russian neo-imperialism since 1991." 
—Andreas Umland, Stockholm Center for Eastern European Studies 
 
“Greta Uehling’s captivating storytelling provides poignant insights into the experiences of the people of Crimea, both 
those who fled Russian occupation, and those who remain on the peninsula. Her rich, ethnographically-grounded 
account illuminates constructions of indigeneity, homeland, national belonging, and the challenges of decolonization 
and war.” 
— Laada Bilaniuk, University of Washington, USA 


